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Synopsis

Compassionately written by an experienced team of professionals, this book offers parents and
families essential information about the causes, diagnosis, and treatment of disorders of sex
development, or DSD.DSD refers to medical conditions, usually discovered at birth, in which there is
disagreement between a personA¢a -4,¢s genetic sex (i.e., chromosomes) and the appearance of
the person’s external or internal reproductive structures. After their child is diagnosed with DSD,
parents need answers to a host of questions, includingA¢a -A¢ What is DSD, why does it occur,
how is it identified, and how is it treated?A¢a -A¢ Did we do something to cause our

childA¢a -4,¢s DSD?A¢a —A¢ Is my baby a boy or a girl?A¢a —A¢ Will my child grow up to be
normal and healthy?A¢a -A¢ Does my child need surgery?This concise book answers parents’
questions in a reassuring and forthright way, giving affected individuals, their families, and their
health care providers a current and evidence-based picture of DSD. It offers clear explanations of
how newborns with DSD are evaluated, diagnosed, and treated; describes the different kinds of
DSD; and pays close attention to both psychosocial and medical aspects of DSD. This guide also
includes information about the importance of support groups and education for affected individuals
and their families.In their daily work, the authors treat, support, and educate people with DSD and
their families. This resource gives parents and families access to the authors’ expertise so they can
reach a meaningful understanding of their child’s DSD and make informed decisions about their

childA¢a —4a,¢s health.
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Customer Reviews

"This is essential reading for any family that has a child with DSD." (Nursing Times)

Amy B. Wisniewski, Ph.D., is a research psychologist and an associate professor of urology at the
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. Steven D. Chernausek, M.D., is a pediatric
endocrinologist and a professor of pediatrics at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center.
Bradley P. Kropp, M.D., is a pediatric urologist and a professor of urology at the University of

Oklahoma Health Sciences Center.

| wish this guide would had come out earlier. It is a great guide for parents and patients with a sex
development disorder. | also wish this book was a required reading for ALL people. It woudl
certainly educate the general public about misconceptions about gender and sexuality. | highly

recommend it!

In the process of gestation things can occur that may result in a newborn difficult to label as male or
female. This book, in language the general public can understand, discusses the intersex (disorders
of sexual development or DSDs) phenomenon and approaches by the medical community to

address this phenomenon.
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